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Memorandum
To: Prof. Laurianne Matheson
From: Owen Sullivan
Dear Prof. Matheson,
Recent events, including the COVID-19 pandemic, have highlighted systematic inequalities and hazards to immigrants that make clear the fact that modern Americans live in a sort of second “gilded” age, reminiscent of that of the first in the late 1800s to early 1900s. Moving to and living in the United States has become less of a struggle for success and more of a struggle, full stop. An old friend of mine, an immigrant from Mexico, is experiencing this firsthand: even as a United States citizen, opportunities are lessened as staying above board becomes the top priority.
I am left with no choice but to believe that the United States is no longer the “land of opportunity”, and my reasons are these: 
· The cost of housing in the United States is too high.
A report by Moneywise which cited Redfin, a real estate brokerage, notes that the average price for a “starter” (meaning first-time) home rose dramatically to $243,000 in June of 2023 — an increase of over 45% from pre-pandemic prices. With such a high price for entry, it’s no wonder that 30.5% of United States households are renters per the U.S. Census Bureau. Is the average American meant to pay through the roof for a roof to live under, instead of spending more of their income on other opportunities to prosper?
· Higher education is often required, yet unattainable.

According to the Harvard Business Review which cited The Burning Glass Institute, only 44% of jobs required a college degree in 2021, down from 51% in 2017. However, most of these jobs are classified as unskilled positions, and many pay significantly less than skilled jobs that require college degrees. As such, someone looking for an opportunity to succeed in the traditional “make it big” sense will likely find that a college degree is the best path forward.

Unfortunately, the average cost of a 4-year degree at a public university is at least 23 times higher in 2023 than in 1963 per the Education Data Initiative. The average yearly tuition is $26,027. My friend, who immigrated to the United States from Mexico as a child, was unable to attend college after graduating high school because of the cost, and she has not yet begun saving for tuition because she feels she will never be able to afford it. She cannot improve her skillset to qualify for better job opportunities because doing so is financially impossible.

· Discrimination is everywhere.

The United States is often described as a “melting pot” in that it was founded by and is still comprised of immigrants. Despite this, discrimination against minorities is found in nearly every aspect of modern American society.

Harvard Public Health reported that 57% of black Americans experience discrimination as it pertains to pay and workplace promotions. The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation found that 20% of Latinos have forgone medical attention over fear of being treated unfairly. There are too many more statistics to list.

The opportunities associated with the “land of opportunity” might be available, but those who come to the United States to take advantage of them are far too often denied the chance.

· Small businesses are more risk than reward.
Although the “American Dream” is frequently associated with the successes of small businesses, the fact is that small businesses are extremely risky. The Bureau of Labor Statistics, through the Chamber of Commerce, reported that 18% of small businesses fail within their first year.
The issue extends far beyond your average Mom-and-Pop restaurant; small business owners that sell goods and products are at risk of being forced out of their market(s) by monopolistic corporations like Amazon. A 2019 survey of small business owners found that ~75% believed Amazon was a “major threat” to their viability, per the Institute for Local Self-Reliance.
With more and more small businesses failing as time goes on, it’s clear that the “American Dream” is dying.
You may wish to point out (and rightfully so) that there are some safety nets in place to protect Americans, such as low-income housing programs and small business assistance programs, and that the United States government is continually working to improve conditions as it concerns racial injustice and economic inequity. However, these small successes still fall short of addressing the whole problem; until the rewards associated with the United States’ opportunities outweigh the risks of taking them, the U.S. cannot be considered the “land of opportunity”.
Prof. Matheson, thank you for your time and consideration. It is of the utmost importance that we all work to improve the pitfalls of modern society in the United States for the benefit of all, especially for those looking to the U.S. as an opportunistic sanctuary.
Respectfully,
Owen Sullivan 
105 Sikes Hall
(843) 860-5555
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