Pfizer Inc. — Pfizer has been making pharmaceuticals for many years, but it became a household name at the height of the COVID-19 pandemic due to its role in producing the first vaccines.

Allocation: $2000

Sources:
1. https://go.gale.com/ps/i.do?p=GBIB&u=clemsonu_main&id=GALE%7CA728693902&v=2.1&it=r&aty=ip
2. https://advisor-marketscope-com.libproxy.clemson.edu/#/stocks/details/57224/GIL/Qualitative/powerSearch
3. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0022354922004166
4. https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/3-reasons-to-buy-pfizer-stock
5. https://www.proquest.com/docview/2882534759?parentSessionId=nRZzXpCo5WLrpe6O61Tn5CLVzbBgj6J7RllU4r2t34M%3D&pq-origsite=primo&accountid=6167 — This article was written by a member of Barron’s, a publication by Dow Jones & Company, and discusses how stocks with high dividends can perform better over long periods of time.
6. https://www.barrons.com/articles/buy-pfizer-stock-price-pick-covid-51675469303

Apple Inc. — Apple is the largest tech corporation in existence and was the first company to cross the threshold of a $1 trillion valuation.

Allocation: $1500

Sources:
1. https://www.atlantis-press.com/proceedings/icfied-22/125971602
2. https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Nguyen-Tien-32/publication/338719419_International_distribution_policy_comparative_analysis_between_samsung_and_apple/links/63b014d1c3c99660ebbad865/International-distribution-policy-comparative-analysis-between-samsung-and-apple.pdf — “Apple is one of the most valuable brands” ; As a brand people want to be seen with their products. They can price things so high and people will still buy them.
3. ​​https://www.usatoday.com/money/blueprint/investing/stock-forecast-apple/#:~:text=Apple%27s%20innovation%20and%20profitability%20have,helping%20support%20its%20share%20price. — States that apple is a “long term buy”.
4. ​​https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/stock-market-today-dow-jones-11-02-2023/card/apple-stock-rises-ahead-of-earnings-report-grLXgctVj0b0R92QYKYG — The Apple stock is up before reports are out. From the Wall Street Journal, which is a reputable source.
5. https://www.barrons.com/market-data/stocks/aapl — Says to hold on to stock as it is doing well and not to sell.

Super Micro Computer, Inc. (SMCI) — Supermicro has experienced strong stock performance in recent years, and was the best industry performer after the end of the pandemic-driven global silicon shortage. They are a large contributor to enterprise datacenter development and supply server equipment for many of the largest consumers of datacenter services.

Allocation: $1500

Sources:
1. https://www.ademcetinkaya.com/2023/06/smci-stock-solid-investment-for-future.html — This article was authored by a predictive modeling firm that uses artificial intelligence to predict the performance of stocks.
2. https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371/journal.pone.0287754 — This journal article was peer reviewed, and the authors used an extremely advanced form of AI prediction model.
3. https://www.nasdaq.com/articles/is-trending-stock-super-micro-computer-inc.-smci-a-buy-now-1 — This article’s publisher, Zacks Equity Research, is a leading investment research firm that publishes directly in association with NASDAQ.
4. https://www.cnbc.com/2022/12/28/supermicro-almost-doubled-in-value-in-2022-as-tech-stocks-plunge.html — CNBC is a well-respected reporting outlet that spoke directly to the CEO of Supermicro about market conditions in 2022 and received its data directly from industry leaders to make comparisons.
5. https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0275531923000648 — This journal article was peer reviewed, and it discusses the effect of stock resurgence after the COVID-19 pandemic on the tech industry.
