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System Architecture
This chapter presented the following set of guidelines that an analyst can use when considering a system architecture. 

Architecture Checklist
• Corporate organization and culture
• Enterprise resource planning (ERP)
• Initial and total cost of ownership (TCO)
• Scalability
• Web integration/Corporate Portal
• Legacy system interface requirements
• Processing options
• Security issues

1. In your opinion, what are the top 3 items in the checklist and why

1. Initial and total cost of ownership (TCO) — because the budget for a project ultimately determines what decisions can be justified.
2. Scalability — because many new systems are being developed with the idea of serving large numbers of customers and processing huge amounts of data in mind, and doing so efficiently requires deploying a system across multiple locations and servers.
3. Corporate organization and culture — because the environment of people supporting development of a new system determines the consequences for failure, which influences decisions being made about other aspects (planning, security, etc.).

2. What is the least important item and why

Processing options is the least important in the past few years because of the explosion of cloud computing offerings. It’s no longer necessary for most organizations to worry about the specifics of what hardware and software are being used to actually host a new system and process its data.



