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Time to Retire?
You use a lot of different software systems.  Think about the universe of systems that you use which depend on software to operate.  Pick one whose time to end has arrived.
1. What system do you think should be retired?
There’s an old certificate authority called CAcert that used to issue free X.509 SSL and code signing certificates, with the caveat that they would be untrusted by most operating systems by default. It was primarily a way for system administrators to secure their internal applications and websites, although anyone could use it.
2. Why? Give at least 2 GOOD reasons!
The CAcert root certificate has not been included in the certificate stores of the Linux operating systems (which previously were the only ones to include it) for years now, meaning anyone wishing to use CAcert will have to jump through all manner of hoops to do so effectively. Additionally, Let’s Encrypt exists and provides X.509 SSL certificates with a root certificate trusted by all major operating systems and browsers, so there is no reason to use CAcert anymore.
3. Could the system be refreshed to last for another 10 years?  If so, how?
The system probably could be refreshed to last another 10 years by simply renewing the root certificate that CAcert issues whenever it expires. They could also update their website’s backend systems to allow for more modern registration, login, and certificate issuance. That said, CAcert is dying and has been in a non-working state on and off for a few years now, so it may be time for it to finally sunset.

